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GASPE OP YESTERDAY

O'HARA LORE CONTINUED
»■»************»**»*****

A recapituilation of the O'Hara family
story and introduction of fascinating
new material from the notebook of

Martha Maria Collas Walker.

KEN ANNETT
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O'HARA LORE CONTINUED

RECAPITULATION

In June,1983. SPEC published GASPE OF YESTERDAY article No.20,

"THE O'HARA FAMILY". The life and times of Felix O'Hara, pioneer
settler of today's town of Gaspe,has elicited continuing interest

and research. A subsequent SPEC article by Mr.R.J.Alexander,

"O'HARA GRAVEYARD TO BECOME HERITAGE SITE", reported on the work

of Cynthia Patterson in identifying the site and persuading the
Mayor and Council of Gaspe to preserve it for its historical value.

More recently, a 1995 SPEC article with the headline - "HERITAGE

GASPE RESTORES O'HARA CEMETERY", reported on the work of Carolyn
and James Caputo, Lester and Velma Coffin in restoring the site.
It is of interest to note that on a detailed map of Gaspe Bay
made in I815 by Joseph Bouchette, Surveyor General, the location

of the present town of Gaspe is shown as O'HARA HAMLET.

A number of GASPE OF YESTERDAY articles refer to the O'Hara

families}

NUMBER TITLE SPEC IN BRIEF

18 EARLY JUDGES

19 LAND CLAIMS-GASPE BAY 01-05-80

27 SPRING GROVE

^3 EARLY TOURIST...

45 COX PERIOD LETTERS

21-02-80 Felix O'Hara as Judge of

Court of Common Pleas for

Gaspe and Bay Chaletir .1779.

Record of O'Hara claims

before Land Commission.

06-07-82 Wife of Rev.William Arnold

was Maria O'Hara.

29-07-81 Felix O'Hara asked by Gov

ernor Haldimand to assist

the Loyalist, Capt.Justus

Sherwood in 1ocatingosites

for Loyalists to settle in

Gaspesia.

Exchange of letters between

Felix O'Hara, Gov.Haldimand,

and others at time of War of

the American Revolution.
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NUMBER TITLE SPEC IN BRIE»

56 EARLY GASPE SCHOOLS

73 ROBERT AND ANNABELLA

STEWART AND FAMILY

76 POSSESSION AND ENJOY

MENT OP LANDS.

100 THE PABOS SEIGNIORY

157 GASPESIAN TIMBER

TRADE.

167 I827-I83O REGISTER

OP REV.ARNOLD.

189 GASPE MILITIA OFFICERS

206 DR.GEORGE DOUGLAS

228 O'HARA'S POINT

235 1833 INQUIRY ON GASPE

264 HONOURABLE MEMBERS FOR

GASPESIA.1792-1990.

282 GASPE-MIRAMICHI LINK

287 MORE O'HARA LORE

319 THE EARLY CHURCH IN

GASPESIA.

335 "GROANS" - A GASPE'
BASIN LOT.

344 THE STREETS OF GASPE

06-OI-82 O'Hara involvement in

pioneer schools.

Linked by marriage with

O'Hara family.

Details of O'Hara land

claims in 1819.

Role of Felix O'Hara

and his heirs.

Henry O'Hara involved.

Entries for O'Hara family.

Lieut.-Col. Henry O'Hara

Role re Pabos Seigniory.

The Point at entrance to

Gaspe Basin.

References to O'HARA families,

Edward O'Hara. M.L.A. Gaspe

21-01-92 Mary Anna Cort O'Hara

The evolving story of the

O'Hara families of Gaspe.

24-04-94 Bishop Inglis meets with

Felix O'Hara in Gaspe. 1789.

Estate of Felix O'Hara

O'Hara Street.
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NEW AND

SIGNIFICANT

O'HARA

FAMILY

RECORD

O'HARA LORE CONTINUED

The specific objective of this 371st article

of the GASPE OF YESTERDAY series is to place

on record additional information on the O'Hara

family of Gaspe.

It was in February,I992 that Mr.Richard Jesson

of North Vancouver, British Columbia,wrote to

say that he had an old notebook with O'Hara

family information written by his direct

ancestor, Martha Maria Collas Walker,daughter

of Eleanora O'Hara Collas,the wife of Francis

Collas and one of the daughters of Felix and

Martha O'Hara, pioneer settlers of Gaspe Basin.

Mr.Jesson kindly forwarded a photocopy of this

notebook to GASPE OF YESTERDAY as reproduced

below.

While the recollections of Martha Maria Collas

Walker differ in minor details from other O'Hara

family sources, her remarkable account is a

precious and primary family record. Indeed it

shoxild serve to remind us that many homes in

Gaspesia may have similar family records

tucked away in trunks and attics -documents

that should be publicized and preserved. The loss

of such family data is a loss of our heritage.

Such recall of the O'Hara family that has been

made possible to date is due to the discovery

of records, such as the notebook accotint of

Martha Maria Collas Walker,that follows.
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My Grand Father on the

maternal side was Felix

O'Kara and his wife,Martha

McCormic,or some such name.

They were obliged to fly

from Ireland during
the Rebellion and settled

at Gaspe.District of

Lower Canada in 1?. . ,

date unknown. Government

gave him as much
Land as he chose and

created him a Judge and
gave him the power

of marrying and imprisoning,
in short he had the power
of doing everything
except "Hanging".

How many of his children
were born in Ireland I know

not.The eldest son,

Hugh, married Mary
Ann Cort of Mirimiche

and grandaughter of Sir

(something) Baird of
Ochmaiden, Maiden Castle

or some such

name in Scotland.Her mother

'""i f vi.v, •'■^''••1. ■■''^■^ ■i'"f^'":^'

S3as®s^
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a very "beautiful woman
married Mr.Cort against

her parents wishes and
was disinherited.

Second son was Oliver

who married Annabella

Stuart, they had

Felix who died at 19.

Four children were "burnt

to death owing to the

house taking fire during

the night in winter.

Anna who married

a Mr.Richie.Merchant

of Liverpool,in Liverpool
died and left

3 or ^ children

Patty,who married

John Wilkie.son of

the Rev.Wilkie, Scotch

Church.

John Wilkie died

in 6l or 62 leaving
two daughters,who

with their mother,are
living at Sorel. .
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Son,Edward,who

married Miss Cameron.

She died without children

in a few years - Edward
entered the Army,

having "been a
Merchant,or rather,

being brought up for

one. After a few years

he came before the

notice of the late

Duke of Kent,who

took a great liking
to him and made him

his A.B.C. when they

were quartered at

Halifax,Nova Scotia.

He never lost sight

of my xmcle until his death.
Uncle Edward left

L 1000 which he had lent

to a young nephew,Edw.
0'Hara,son of his brother,

Hugh O'Hara. Young Edward
lost it all in

a gambling house in
New York one night and
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from that time he was never

heard of hut it was said

that he shot himself. This

was before I married.

Uncle Henry O'Hara was

his brother's Executor and

had his Will. Mrs Helen McCallum

has it,as she is his niece,

Henry, ^th son, married
Mary Stuart and had

Henry,who died young,

Helen,married to Duncan

McCallum (Quebec) -no
children -Martha

married Mr.(Thomas Jackson)
and died in a few years.
Margaret married to

Doctor Parrah and

had Mary Helen,now l6,and
in a few years both died
and left their little girl with

Helen McCallum-

U Levls, on Sunday, tho 20tli Instant, i>an-.j
V jlIcCalluni, Esq., aeed 70 years. •■ /
lii funerqjiyU.1 leave the residence of Allen
|iOr'Esq.i|H on Tuesday, the 28th lust.,
p;m.,':f9r at. Andrew's; (jlhurchr Quehec,
^.'tQ Motuit Herrnon Cemetery. . firlpud.i

[and (tqqualntances are Invited to attend TCHh--. ,,,,.
Ibnt further notice.

I, - ■ - • r-

uu Julv Otb', llUen ̂ laria .O'Hara,^ widow.
^urtcau McG.a\luih, Ksq., ajjed 81 years.
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Eldest daughter

Bridget,who married
James Stewart of New Brunswick

and Prince Edward Isiand,had

Felix,Robert and Henry,

all died young and unmarried.
2nd daughter,Eliza, died young,
3rd daughter,Eleonora,
(my mother) who married
Francis Collas of St.

Martins,Isiand of

Jersey - had Felix,
who died an infant,

Martha Maria,myself,

Julia Susanna and Louisa

Frances, both dead.

Uncle Hugh O'Hara's

eldest son, Felix, entered

the Army and died at Ceylon,
unmarried, in the l6th
Regiment of Foot. Charles
went to the West Indies

and died. Jane married

Mr.McCormick. Martha

died young. Maria married
the ReV.Mr.Arnold. Edward
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died in New York

unmarried. Hugh

also,in Nova Scotia

Brian married Miss

(  ) of New York

and had several children-

Carl otta, Mary Ann, Henry,

Robert...

Jane,the eldest daughter

of Hugh and Mary Ann O'Hara,

married Mr.McConnel at Gaspe.

Had Maria,who died in Quebec,

Brian and Bruce -one of

them an Engineer in Montreal.

Maria Arnold next had Julia,

since married to the Rev.

Felix Boyle at Magdalene

Islands and has six daughters

Caroline, who married

Mr.Murray in the B.N.A.

Bank, has one child, J?= ne

Jane Arnold,not married,

living with Mrs.Murray

in Hamilton,Canada West.

Since married to Mr.Kerr

of Montreal,kin

MARRIED^

At Trinity Churchy
Rev. l^dward Xngorsoll, DJ).;

. ings Kerr, of Montreal," Esq., AdvocAtife)tface
fourth daughter of the late- Kev. .G&spo
Basin, O.E..
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to Ted and Selina Stuart

and Charlotte. Mr.Kerr

t  died and they moved to

Toronto-the son

rs .......Archxhald

and the daughter Lilla.

Helen McCallum is

Uncle Henry O'Hara's eldest

daughter and first cousin
of Brian O'Hara.

Helen's mother had a

sister married to Mrs.

Thomas White of Quebec.

They died and left 3 children
Thomas married and living
in New York.

Helen White married to

Judge Gardner, both are dead

leaving 5 children,the eldest,
a son,is a Lawyer who, with
his sister are now living
in Montreal.

Phillippa White married
to Mr.Leaycroft dead

leaving l4 children but
only 4 are living.

Husband died either

January or February /81
aged 7^ or 75
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\Mt, Brian O'ljvd,
.is age, a^atlva of
mercbai^t|ija. Port^

It Xavie, on 8a£lH»j;i
guire, in the 69tli
ispo, and for many ye%

fcico • • • ■ ■ {
^His funeral ̂ iU from his la^ resi
dence, Lovis, on^uea^^e^t^the 4tb inat,, at 4

Friends- andj^q^aintapcos will please
a^ept this intimatlotif/j^':r<.5v 'v-

' New York an^^Moptn;^ papers wUf please

7^i^'Deo. ;
V  DIED. , /
' At'Point Levis, Quebec, oil the lith'

inat,, Carlotta Fi O'Hara, eldest^.daughter of
the late Brieh O'ilara, E^.,. late of Porto
Sico, Merdhaat.

lOit.'dbiSt^
^  'lie; "~~

lidemiUiii .-■(.vSfiw-
tfb an'i

- /^r His /Z£^si^&ncE "/vififSbN
sr " ON '^sm toun

•' vescmje. coi^LAs, eso..
yMR.. fAi^HO£, h/ti-u. kimky

./if4

:T^rv/o($B^ - He
iH H l§ S-O^l^ec€/i/e T«-i6

■  " n. K i- "-i
2'o the Eaildr of IheHTtJi'.

Sir,—la your issue of the 13th Inst. there '
appears an obituary notiCe ol an eminent
luembecOt the Par, Mr. Kerr, which con
tains several minor inaccuracies, as ,to his
early 'Quebec career, which It may
not be amiss to rectily. It Is there.
stated . that "his father was Collector
ol Customs at Quebec, and his g-rand-
father.ajuduHIn.EuBlaud. Hlsearly prac-.
tlco was made in Quebec, la partnership
with Mr. Andrew Campbeli, of that city,
with whom he remained lea years." These
particulars are Incorrect.

Ist- James HastlUfjs Kerr. the father of
our reitrelied confrire, William Warren i

1 llasllnirs Ivorr. never was Oollector of Cus- '
I toms at Quebec, but a successlul and much ;
1 respected land asenc.
1  2nd. His grandfather, a distinguished

1 Euglish barrister, settiod at Quebec in 17'J7.
I A friend of liearletl, afterwards Lord Abin-
I ger, and liest, afterwards Lord V/ytiford,
I and Baron McLelland, of the Irish Bar. hoob-
I tainod that year nu Imperial appointment
and was commlssionod as Juage ol the Vice

I Admiralty tkmrt at Quebec on the 19Lh
'August, 1797: appointed judge of the King's
Boucn, in ihO?; called to the Lsecuttve
Council In ltit2.i; to the Loglslative Council
in 1IJ21; preslifs'l'to'lietiibr jungo iu'the
Court,of. Jiigg'ei'il'ieueh.^dwing- the-absJtnco
of Chiel Juallco-tjowell Ip England in'-iSii,,
1*15.''16, and Inter on as Speaker of thtf^gig-'
'luUve Council; Ke died In retirement, at

I Quebec, on 0th May, 1«46. : ■ '-J r'.l i '
j  3rci. .'\V. II. i^rr's early practice-Was not

made at QuubsU but lafMoutroai, bir which
city ho loft,-jaftor completing hlsl legal
studies at Quebec, ilrst , with Air.
(later on Judge) Jean Cbaboi; • and.
lastly with Mr. (now Bir) Andrew Stuart.
Chief Justice, .S. (i On 1st May,. 1854,
on leaving .Mbhtreal, he opened with a
Quebec, barrister.J. Al. Lo Jlcino, aiaw ollica
lu St Peter St.. Quebec, under the style and
firm of Kerr ,£ LoMolno. lu May. 1858, this
partnership haTlniit been dissolved bV iimi-
tation, heenCerod.Into partnership with the
friend of his;yoat(i and fellow student, both
at . Mr. Chahot andtvMr. Stuart, Mr. Arohi-
baid (not Andi-pW).! Campbeli. now, joint
piolhouotary, S.' C,r'Aftur practlsiuj^V witti
success for a lew years at Quebec under
the well remembered style of Campbell &
Kerr. he sought in Jloatreal a wider lield
for his splendid talents, where his succes.s
has been. so marked, and soon made as
many friends in the Commercial Metropofls'
or Canada as hp hud lolt befilucj, in tno

■A Mesiber or THS^jBSSr
Ancient Capital..'


