GASPE OF YESTERDAY

O'HARA LORE CONTINUED
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A recapitulation of the O'Hara family
story and introduction of fascinating
new material from the notebook of
Martha Maria Collas Walker.
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O'HARA LORE CONTINUED

RECAPITULATION

In June,1983, SPEC published GASPE OF YESTERDAY article No.Z20,
"THE O'HARA FAMILY". The life and times of Felix 0'Hara, pioneer
settler of today's town of Gaspé,has elicited continuing interest
and research. A subsequent SPEC article by Mr.R.J.Alexander,
"O0'HARA GRAVEYARD TO BECOME HERITAGE SITE", reported on the work
of Cynthia Patterson in identifying the site and persuading the
Mayor and Council of Gaspé to preserve it for its historical value.
More recently, a 1995 SPEC article with the headline - "HERITAGE
GASPE RESTORES O'HARA CEMETERY", reported on the work of Carolyn
and James Caputo, Lester and Velma Coffin in restoring the site.
It is of interest to note that on a detailed map of Gaspé Bay
made in 1815 by Joseph Bouchette, Surveyor General, the location
of the present town of Gaspé is shown as O'HARA HAMLET.

A number of GASPé OF YESTERDAY articles refer to the 0'Hara
families:

NUMBER TITLE SPEC IN BRIEF

18 EARLY JUDGES 21-02-80 Felix O'Hara as Judge of
Court of Common Pleas for
Gaspé and Bay Chaleur.l1779.

19 LAND CLAIMS-GASPE BAY 01-05-80 Record of O'Hara claims
before Land Commission.

27 SPRING GROVE 06-07-82 Wife of Rev.William Arnold
was Maria O'Hara.

43 EARLY TOURIST... 29-07-81 Felix O'Hara asked by Gov-
' ernor Haldimand to assist

the Loyalist, Capt.Justus
Sherwood in locatingihsites
for Loyalists to settle in
Gaspesia.

4s COX PERIOD LETTERS Exchange of letters between
Felix O‘'Hara, Gov.Haldimand,
and others at time of War of
the American Revolution.
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NUMBER TITLE SPEC IN BRIEF
56  EARLY GASPE SCHOOLS 06-01-82 0'Hara involvement in
pioneer schools.
73 ROBERT AND ANNABELLA Linked by marriage with
STEWART AND FAMILY - O'Hara family.
76  POSSESSION AND ENJOY- Details of O'Hara land
MENT OF LANDS. claims in 1819.
100 THE PABOS SEIGNIORY Role of PFelix O'Hara
and his heirs.
157 GASPESIAN TIMBER Henry 0'Hara involved.
TRADE.
167 1827-1830 REGISTER Entries for O'Hara family.
OF REV.ARNOLD.
189 GASPE MILITIA OFFICERS Lieut.-Col. Henry O'Hara
206 DR .GEORGE DOUGLAS Role re Pabos Seigniory.
228 O'HARA'S POINT The Point at entrance to
Gaspé Basin.
235 1833 INQUIRY ON GASPE References to O'HARA families.
264 HONOURABLE MEMBERS FOR Edward O‘Hara. M.L.A. Gaspé
GASPESIA.1792-1990.
282 GASPE-MIRAMICHI LINK 21-01-92 Mary Anna Cort O'Hara
287 MORE O'HARA LORE The evolving story of the
O'Hara families of Gaspé.
319 THE EARLY CHURCH IN 24-04-94 Bishop Inglis meets with
GASPESIA. Felix O'Hara in Gaspé. 1789.
335 "CROANS" - A GASPE Estate of Felix 0'Hara

3k

BASIN LOT.
THE STREETS OF GASPE

O'Hara Street.
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O'HARA LORE CONTINUED

The specific objective of this 371st article
of the GASPE OF YESTERDAY series is to place
on record additional information on the 0'Hara
family of Gaspé.

It was in February,1992 that Mr.Richard Jesson
of North Vancouver, British Columbia,wrote to
say that he had an old notebook with O‘'Hara
family information written by his direct
ancestor, Martha Maria Collas Walker,daughter
of Eleanora O'Hara Collas,the wife of Francis
Collas and one of the daughters of Felix and
Martha O'Hara, pioneer settlers of Gasp€é Basin.
Mr.Jesson kindly forwarded a photocopy of this
notebook to GASPE OF YESTERDAY as reproduced
below.

While the recollections of Martha Maria Collas
Walker differ in minor details from other 0O'Hara
family sources, her remarkable account is a
precious and primary family record. Indeed it
should serve to remind us that many homes in
Gaspesia may have similar family records

tucked away in trunks and attics -documents

that should be publicized and preserved. The loss
of such family data is a loss of our heritage.

Such recall of the 0O'Hara family that has been
made possible to date is due to the discovery
of records,such as the notebook account of
Martha Maria Collas Walker, that follows.
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the

maternal side was Felix

My Grand Father on
O'Hara and his wife,Martha
McCormic,or some such name.
They were obliged to fly
from Ireland during

the Rebellion and settled
at Gaspe,District of

Lower Canada in 17..,

date unknown. Government
gave him as much

Land as he chose and
created him a Judge and
gave him the power

of marrying and imprisoning,
in short he had the power
of doing everything

except "Hanging".

How many of his children
were born in Ireland I know
not.The eldest son,

Hugh, married Mary

Ann Cort of Mirimiche

and grandaughter of Sir
(something) Baird of
Ochmaiden, Maiden Castle

or some such

name in Scotland.Her mother
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a very beautiful woman
married Mr.Cort against
her parents wishes and
was disinherited.

Second son was Oliver
who married Annabella
Stuart, they had

Felix who died at 19.
Four children were burnt
to death owing to the
house taking fire during
the night in winter.
Anna who married

a Mr.Richie,Merchant

of Liverpool,in Liverpool,
died and left

3 or 4 children

Patty,who married
John Wilkie,son of

the Rev.Wilkie, Scotch
Church.

John Wilkie died

in 61 or 62 leaving
two daughters,who

with their mother,are
living at Sorel..
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Son,Edward,who

married Miss Cameron.
She died without children
in a few years - Edward
entered the Army,
having been a
Merchant,or rather,
being brought up for
one, After a few years

he came before the

notice of the late

Duke of Kent,who

took a great liking

to him and made him

his A.D.C. when they

were quartered at
Halifax,Nova Scotia.

He never lost sight

of my uncle until his death.
Uncle Edward left

¥ 1000 which he had lent
to a young nephew,Edw.
O'Hara,son of his brother,
Hugh 0'Hara. Young Edward
lo8t it a1l 4in

a gambling house in

New York one night and
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b funer: leave the residence of ;Allen: o8
o ‘Esq. , on Tuesday, the 28th ingt.,
Andrew’s: Ghurch, Qusbec,
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Ehonce to ‘Mount Hermon Cemetery. . Frignds| ...
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dl.d. furtber notice.
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from that time he was never
heard of but it was said
that he shot himself. This
was before I married.

Uncle Henry 0'Hara was

his brother's Executor and
had his Will. Mrs Helen McCallum
has it,as she is his niece,
Henry, 4th son, married
Mary Stuart and had
Henry,who died young,
Helen,married to Duncan
McCallum (Quebec)
children -Martha
married Mr.(Thomas Jackson)
and died in a few years.
Margaret married to
Doctor Farrah and
had Mary Helen,now 16,and
i in a few years both died

! and left their little girl with
""4 Helen McCallum.
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Eldest daughter

Bridget,who married

James Stewart of New Brunswick
and Prince Edward Island,had
Felix,Robert and Henry,

all died young and unmarried.
2nd daughter,Eliza, died young.
3rd daughter,Eleonora,

(my mother) who married
Francis Collas of St.
Martihs,Island of

:  Jersey - had Felix,

who died an infant,
Martha Maria,myself,
Julia Susanna and Louisa
Frances, both dead.

'~ Uncle Hugh O‘Hara's

eldest son, Felix, entered
the Army and died at Ceylon,
unmarried, in the 16th
Regiment of Foot. Charles
went to the West Indies

and died. Jane married
Mr.McCormick. Martha

- died young. Maria married
the Rev.Mr.Arnold. Edward



257.

died in New York
unmarried. Hugh

also,in Nova Scotia

Brian married Miss

(eeses) of New York

and had several children-
Carlotta, Mary Ann, Henry,
Robert...

Jane, the eldest daughter

of Hugh and Mary Ann 0'Hara,
married Mr.McConnel at Gaspe.
Had Maria,who died in Quebec,
Brian and Bruce -one of

them an Engineer in Montreal.
Maria Arnold next had Julia,
since married to the Rev.
Felix Boyle at Magdalene
Islands and has six daughters.

Caroline, who married

Mr .Murray in the B.N.A.
Bank,has one child.

Jane Arnold,not married,
living with Mrs.Murray
in Hamil ton,Canada West.
Since married to Mr.Kerr
of Montreal,kin

MARRIED. ;" "

At Trinity Church, Buffato;on thd ot
Rev, Edward Ingersoll, D.D.; Rectorsi s
. ings Kerr, of Montreal, Esq., Advoca p
fourth daughter of the late- n“"tﬂwﬁ‘:}".‘aﬂ L, Qaspo
Basin, 0.E, oriarne st
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to Ted and Selina Stuart

§and Charlotte. Mr.Kerr
- died and they moved to
- Toronto-the son

is ...s...Archibald
'and the daughter Lilla.

Helen McCallum is
Uncle Henry O'Hara's eldest
daughter and first cousin
of Brian O'Hara.
Helen's mother had a
sister married to Mrs.
Thomas White of Quebeé.
They died and left 3 children
Thomas married and living
in New York.
Helen White married to
Judge Gardner, both are dead
leaving 5 children, the eldest,
a son,is a Lawyer who, with
his sister are now living
in Montreal.

Phillippa White married
to Mr.Leaycroft dead
‘leaving 14 children but
only 4 are living.

Husband died either
January or February /81
aged 74 or 75
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/" ‘At 'Point Levis, Quebec, ont the 14th”Dec.™
-ingt,, Carlotta F. O’'Hara, eldest daughter of -
the . late “Brien -O'Hara, Esg,.late of Porto .
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DED — AT HIS RESIDENCE “mAafoN
e ST MARTIN" ON  ASTH INSTANT, TaHMN
TERYOISE, FE VESCONTE COLLAS, ESQ,

N HI SO7TH YEAR. FRIENAS Wik KimpLy
IRECEIVE THIE AS AN /NTHHATION. FEB.F|

= The Late W. H, Kerr, & o+ 77
To the Eailor of the STAL: .-.
S1R,-—1n your issua of the 13th Inst. there
appears an obituary nofice ol an -eminent
member bf the Bar, Mr. Kerr, which con-
tains several minor inaccuracles, as to his
early 'Quebec _ecareer, which it may
not be amisa to rectlty. It s there.
| stated . that *his father. was Collector
of Customs at Quebee, and his grand-
father,.a judge in kugland. Hlis early prac--
tico was muade in Quebee, in partnership

with My, Andrew Campbell, of that city,
with whom lie remained ten years.” These
particulars are incorrect. ;

lst. James Hastings Kerr, the father of
our regretted confrere, Willlam  Warren |
Hastings Kerr. never was Collector of Cus-
toms at Quebee, but a successiul and much |
| respected land agent. . |
| “9nd. His grandfather, a_distingulshed |
. Euglish barrister, settled at Quebec 1n 1747,
| A frinnd of Scarlett, aftérwards Lord Abln-
+ ger, aud Best, alterwards Lord Wyuford, |
| and Baron McLellund, of the Irlah Bar, hoob- |
talued that year au Imperial appointment
iuud was cormmissionod as Judge of the Vice |
|Admliralty Court at Qucbec on tho 19th -
tAugust, 1797; urpolulml judge of the Klng's
 Beuch, in_ IsU7; called to tho Mxecutive
Council in 18123 to_the Legislative Council
in 1821, p‘fasittbwfﬁh"hanlm‘- Jutge’ ju” the
Court of. um'm;l«meh.-mrr_‘ing-- the-absence
of Chiet dustice.Sewell. i’ Eugland -in'¥814,
715, '16, and Intér on as Speaker of tha Liegis-
lntive Councll: He died In retireme)it, at
| Quebeg, on Lth Moy, 1846, . - . ot T
" 3rd. W, H. rr's early practice- was not
muadg at Quebals but iut dlootreal, fir which
city  he. loft, -aftor "compleling his legal
studjes at’ (uebec, first . with .y My,
‘Iamr on . Judge) Jean . Chabob * and
‘lastly with Mr. (mow ‘!r) Andrew. Stuart,
Chiel Justice, 5. (X On 1st Aay, 1854,
on leaving . Mohtreal, he opened .with n
Qusbee, barrister,d. AL Lo Moine, alaw oflice
in 5t Petler 5t., Quebec, under the style and
firm of Ker¢ & Lo3olne. 1n May, 1858, this
partnership hpsl{lf. been dissolvad by limi-
tation, heenlerdd 1oto partoership with the
friend of his.youth &ond fellow student, both
at. Mr, Chabot and #sr. Stuart, Mr. Arehi-
bald (not Audi'gw tCampbell, now, juint
prothounotary, 5. Co" Alter practisingi with
success for a lew years at Quebec ‘under
1 the well remembered stvie of Cumpbel] &
I{err, he sought in Montreal a wider fiald
for his spleadid talents, where his success
has been sv marked, and svon mude as
many {riends in the Commerclnl Metropolis'
of Canada as he hud letv bebind, In tne
| Ancient Cupital.” - Yo N
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